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able to accept it, by a voice he heard from a neighbouring
garden   saying   and   oft  repeating  the  words,   ; Take,   read/
Tertullian indeed declares that nearly all the conversions of his
time from Paganism to Christianity, were brought about by
visions, sleeping or waking.    Now Jesus must long have felt
that, in the language of the time, the Spirit of God was upon
him  to  reveal  to   others  the  good  tidings   that   had    been
vouchsafed to himself, viz., that God was a God of Love, and
not merely of stern and inflexible justice \ a God of the poor,
and   not  of  the  proud,   sanctimonious  Pharisee.    But  it is
probable, from  the   circumstance   of  his going to   John   the
Baptist to be baptized, that it had not yet occurred to him
that he was himself the Messiah.    It is more probable that, like
John, he had only felt himself called upon to preach the good
news that had been revealed to him of the nature of God.    But
when  he  heard  John  with all the authority of   a   prophet,
announcing that the Kingdom of Heaven was at hand, and
perhaps that the Messiah was even now in their midst, it is pro-
bable that he felt within himself that if the Messiah were, as was
believed, a man more endowed with the spirit of God than were
other men, and if the Kingdom of God as a God of Love were
coming, who so likely to inaugurate that kingdom as the man to
whom the true nature of God had been revealed.

That Jesus was recognized by John as the Messiah is ira-
probable^ and is perhaps one of those pious legends that arose
after the fact ; for when John afterwards sent his disciples to
ask him plainly whether he were indeed the Messiah or no, it is
evident he must still have been in doubt. It is more than likely
that John still held to the old conception of the Messiah of the
Prophets, as one who was to come In earthly power and glory,
a king of the line of David; and it is not at all improbable that
Jesus, In spite of His new-born conception of God as a God of
Love, a conception which demanded a different kind of Messiah
from the popular one, should nevertheless have still been deeply
imbued with that idea of the Messiah which he had drunk in